CANTONESE BASIC COURSE LESSON 25

I. BASIC CONVERSATION

A, Bujildup:
(Mrs, Wong is reading late, when her
son comes into the living room:)
yihwain think, have the impression
(sometimes this proves to
be 'mistakenly had the
impression')
Ngdh juhng yihwdih néih fanjo And I thought you had already
tim, gone to bed,
Mat + sentence How come?+ sentence
Mat juhng mhfan a? How come you still haven't gone
to bed?
Jai
ngaahnfan sleepy
seuiyihn although
séuiyihn..., daashnhaih... although ..., still ...
fanjeuhk get to sleep, fall asleep
fanmh jeuhk can't get to sleep
Séuiylnn ngaahnfan, daahnhaih Although I was sleepy, 1 still
fanmh jeuhk. couldn't get to sleep,
touhngoh hungry
Touh mhtouhngoh a? Are you hungry?
Seung mhséung sihk dI yéh ne? Would you like something to
eat?
Jai
ngohngodei a bit hungry
Ngdh gokdak ngohngodéi, I do feel a bit hungry.
Mahma
Néih jungyi sihk meyeh a? What would you like to eat?
Jai
meyeh anything, everything;
whatever
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Meyéh dou dak.
syutgwaih
Taihah syutgwaih yAuh matyeh

sin,

Anything is OK,
refrigerator
I'11 see what's in the
refrigerator first,

(He looks in the refrigerator,
and takes out an orange:)

laahnjo

Y{:--nI go chaang laabnjo laak.

dam
Gam, damjo keuih la.
hihng
hihng pihnggwo
song
tihm
DI hihng pihnggwd yauh adng
yauh tihm--sihk go la!

Jai
Hou aak.
guih
Ngoh hdou guih a--ngodh heui
fan la,
Haih 16h,

hou + verb phrase + la

hou heui fan la

yibgwo @hhaih or thhaih
jingsihn

Hou heui fan la--yihgwd mhhaih,

tingyaht néih jauh mhgau
jingséhn ge la.
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spoiled, rotten (of
perishables)

Whew!--this orange is rotten.

throw out, discard
Well then, throw it out.
red
red apples
crisp
sweet
The red apples are crisp and

sweet--cat one!l

OK.
tired
I'm tired--I'm going to bed,

That's right.

'*It would be a good idea
to ...' a form used in
makine a suggestion

It's a good idea to go to
bed.

if not, otherwise

energy, health

You'd better go to bed--
otherwise you won't have

enough energy tomorrow,
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»

ai

Tingjiu @hsai gam jou giu ngdh.

[

Mahma
Gim, géidim giu néih a?

[
o
[y

géidim
Néih géidim héisdn, jauh géidim
giu ngodh la.

chih
chih dou

Daahnhaih mhhou taai ngaan--
ngoh mhseung chih dou.

You don't have to call me so

early tomorrow,

Vell, what time shall I call

you?

anytime, whenever
Call me when you get up.
[#henever you get up, call
me at that time.]
unpunctual, late (for an
appointment)
arrive late
But not too late--I don't

want to get to work late,

Recapitulation:

(Mre. Wong is reading late, when her
son comes into the living room:)

Ngoh juhng yihwdih néih fanjd
tim,
Mat juhng mhfan a?

Jai
Séuiyihn ngaanfan, daahnhaih
fanmh jeuhk,

Mahma

Touh mhtouhngoh a?
Séung mhséung sihk dI yeh ne?

Ja
Ngoh gokdak ngohngodei.
Mahma

Neih jungyi sihk meyéh a?
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I thought you had already
gone to bed.
How come you still haven't

gone to bed?

I was sleepy, but I couldn't
get to sleep.

Are you hungry?
Would you like something to
eat?

I do feel a bit hungry.

What would you like to eat?
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ai

[

Meyeh dou dak.
Taihah syutgwaih yauh meyeh sin.

Y{!--nI go chaang laahnjo laak.
Gam, damjo kéuih la.
DI hinng plhnggwo yauh song
yauh tihm--sihk go 1la.
Jai
Hou aak.
Ngoh hou guih a--ngoh heui

fan la.

B

Mah

Haih 16h,

Hou heui fan la--yihgwo mhhaih,
tingyaht néih jauh mhgau
jingséhn ge 1a.

Jai

Tingjiu @hsai gam jou giu ngoh.

Gam, géidim giu néih a?
Jai
Neih géidim héeisan, jauh géidim
giu ngoh 1la.
Daahnhaih mhhou taai ngaan--
ngdh mhséung chin dou.

Anything is OK,
I'1]1 see what's in the
refrigerator first,

Whew--this orange is rotten.

Well then, throw it out.
The red apples are crisp and

sweet--have one!

0K,
I'm tired--I'm going to bed.

That's right.
It's a good idea to go to bed--
otherwise you won't have

enough energy tomorrow,

You don't have to call me so

early tomorrow,

WYhat time shall I call you?

Call me whenever you get up.

But not too late--I don't want
to get to work late,
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II. NOTES
1, yinwaih 1) '(mistakenly) thought'
2) 'to be under the impression that...', i.e.,
think (without being entirely certain)

Ex: 1) 'mistakenly thought'

A: ¥hhou ning tluh kwahn Don't take that skirt away--
cheutheui-- ngoh yiu I want to wear it.
Jeuk ga.

B: ueuimhjyuh-- ngoh yihwaih Excuse me-- I thought the skirt
tiuh kwahn yiu sai ge. was to be washed. [mistakenly

thought the skirt was
wished~-to-be-washed thing]

(See BC and Drill 10)

Ext 2) 'think (without being entirely certain).'
'to be under the impression that...'

Ngoh y{hwaih kéuih laihbaailuhk I think he
mhfasn gung. doesn't work on Saturdays.

2. Seuiylhn...., dashnhaih... ‘'Although..., still...;' 'though..., still...;'
'*Althoughess.s nevertheless....'

This is another set of paired conjunctions joining two
clauses in a two-clause sentence. The order is irreversible. Use of
both sduiylhn and dashnhaih in the sentence is preferred.
Ex: Seuiylhn nghanfan, dashn-  Though I was sleepy, I still
haih fanmhjeuhk. couldn't get to sleep.

(See BC and Drill 12)

3. Duplication of adjectives

8, A duplicated adjective with the suffix -dai. is an adjective pattern
meaning 'a little bit Adjective,' 'fairly Adjective.'

Ex: 1. cheuhng long
chauhngchéungdai fairly long
2. ht‘lhng red
huhnghtngdei having some red color (i.e., having red
in it, but not red all over)
3. laaht peppery
lashtlaatdei a bit peppery
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b. With the exception of adjectives in high level and high falling tones,
the second syllable in the duplicated adjective pattern is in the high
rising tone. The second syllable of an adjective of high level or

high falling tone retains its ordinary tone shape in the duplicated

pattern.
Ex: hl: sapsapdei a bit damp
hf: syunsyundei a bit sour
hr: fafudei a bit bitter
ml: dungdungdei a bit cold
1f: huhnghungdei having some red color
1r: chuhngchiingdei somewhat heavy
11: ngohngodei a little hungry

(See BC and Drill 2)

k. Sentence suffix la_h = making a bid for sympathy
Frankly this is just a guess, but it seems that the speaker uses
sentence suffix @ to make a bid for the addressee's sympathy.
Ex: 1. A: Bingo dalashn ga?  Who broke it?
B: Keuih loh. He did. (Don't look at me that way.)

2. A: Neih séung fan lah? You're going to bed, are you?

B: Haih 1oh. Ngoh hou That's right-- I'm very sleep.
ngaahnfan laak. (poor me)

(See BC)

5. Hou V la.= 'it would be a good idea to V,' 'perhaps you ought to V,*
*hadn't you better _V ?!
a. Hou V is an imperative form: 'you'd better V.' The sentence suffix
1la connoting friendly advice makes the tone of the imperative

helpful rather than threatening.

Ex: Hou heui fan la-- You'd better go to bed--
yuhgwo mhha:.h, tingyaht otherwise you won't have
néih Jjauh mhgau ;I:mgsahn enough energy tomorrow.
ge laak.

(See BC and Drill W)
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b. The sentence suffix of the imperative Hou V can be the raised intonation

la, polite but more urgent than la.

(See Drill 3)

C. Hau V 'you ought to V' is the opposite of }hhou V, 'don't V.!

Ex: 1. Hou yam d1 gafe la—- You ought to drink some coffee,
yuhgwo mhhalh, Ja che otherwise you might fall
gojan jauh wiih asleep driving.
fanjeuhk ge la.

2. ﬁ@hau yam gafe-- yﬁhgwa You'd better not drink any
mhhaih, jauh fanmhjeuhk coffee, otherwise you might
ge la. not be able to get to sleep.

6. jingsahn, 1) (N) 'energy’
2) (Adj) 'feel well!
jingsihn is both a noun and an adjective, and patterns differently
in the two forms.

Ex: 1. Keuih yat ai Jlngsahn He doesn't have one little bit

dou mouh. of energy.
2. Keuih mhjlngsahn. He isn't feeling well.
T ¥ ¢ mhhaih fotherwise,' 'if not'

xﬁggga mhhaih reduces also to simply ﬁhhaih, with no change in meaning.
The two are used interchangeably.

Ex: Hou heui fan la-- (yuhgwo) You'd better get on to bed~-
mhhalh tlngyaht neih jauh if not, you won't have enough
mhgau Jingsahn ge la. energy tomorrow.

(See BC and Drill 4)

8. Question-words used as Non-questions.
a. Question-words in Cantonese also serve as non-question substantives

whose meanings derive from their basic question-word meanings:
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Examples As QW: As Non-Question:
1. meyeh what? anything, whatever, what, that thing
2. bingo who?" anyone, whoever, who, that person
3. bindouh where? anywhere, wherevér, where, at that place
b, gﬁislh when? anytime, whenever, when, at that time
5. bin-M which? any one, whichever, which, that one
6. aim how? any way, however
7. gei(do)*q how many? any amount, however much/many,
how mach? vhatever amount
8. gei- which number| any one, whichever

**geido as question word has high level tone on -do;
as a non-question, it has high falling tone.

Ex: Yiu gsida chin a? How much money do you want?
Geido dou dak. Any amount will do.
Seung bei geido,  Give whatever amount you wish.
Juah geido la.
b. What we are calling 'non-question QWs,' some other writers identify as
'Question-words used as Indefinites.'

c. There are three patterns in which the QWs are used as non-question QWs:
1. QW Subject + dou Predicate « anyone, anything, anytime, etc.
This pattern has a non-question QW as subject in a single-clause

sentence, followed by dou introducing the predicate.

Ex. 1. Meyeh dou hou. Anything is fine.
or:
Everything is fine.
2. Geislh dou dak. - Any time is fine.
3. BIngo dou jungyi. (whosoever all like.], i.e.,

(He) likes everybody.
4, BIngo dou mhjungyi. [Whosoever all not like.l, i.e.,
(He) doesn't like anyone.
(See BC and Drill 5)

In regard to the QW subjects in the sentences just above, remember
that in Cantonese the grammatical subject is what is being talked
about, not necessarily the doer of the verb., Note that in sentences
#5 and #4 above the English translation requires a different arrange-
ment of subject and predicate.
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A QW Subject + dbu Predicate sentence can be in Topic:Comment

form.

Ex: Topic |Comment
Subject [ Predicate

Kéuih  bIngo d5u jungyi. [(In regard to) him, whoever,
always likes,] i.e,,
He likes everybody.

2, QW, jauh QW = whoever, vwhenever, however much, etc.
In this pattern the QW is in both clauses of a double-clause

sentence.
Exs 1. Néih ;):‘mgy; m8yeh, Jauh [You like what, then buy what.]
méaih m8yéh la. i.e.,, Buy whatever you like.
2. Néih géidim heisan, jauh [You what time get up, then what
geidim giu ngdh 1i. call me.] i.e,,

Call me whenever you get up.
(See BC and Drille 6, 7, 8, 9)
The Jjauh in the second claunse follows the QW of that clause if

the QW is the subject of the second clause.
Exs QH, QW jauh...

Ngzoh jidou bingo, bingo [I point to who, who then speaks.]
jauh gdng. i.e,, Whoever I point to should
respond,

(See Classroom Phrases, Lesson 3)

3. Negative Verb + non-question QW = not anything, anyone, anywhere, etc.
This pattern has the non-question QW as part of the predicate,
following a negative verb,

Ex: 1, Ngoh mouh heui bIndouh. I didn't go anywhere, or: I
didn't go anywhere in particu-
lar--no place special,

2. At Jouh méyeh a? Wha'cha doing?
B: Mouh m3yeh. Nothing special, [Not (doing)
anything.]
3, As Maaih bIn gihn a? Which one are you going to buy?

(said to friemnd you are
shopping with)

Bs PMhméaih bIn gihn, I'm not going to buy any.
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III. DRILLS

l., Alteration Drill

1.
2.
3.

9.

+ 10,

+ 12,
+ 13,

+ 14,

+* S: DI téng yiht

Ex: T: DI tong taai yiht
laak.

gwotauh laak.
Adj + gwotauh =
excessively Adj

DI chaang taai gwai laak.
DI bou taai yaih laak.,
DI toi taai gou laak.

DI pihnggwo taai syin laak.
The apples are too sour.

DI ngduhyuhk taai ssang laak.
The beef is too raw.

sdang = underdone (of cooked

green (of fruit
DI yi taai hdahm laak.
The fish is too salty.

DI ha taai suhk laak.
The prawns are overcooked.
{done, cooked]

suhk = done {(of oooked things);
ri of fruits

DI gafe taai f4 laak.
The coffee is too strong
[bitterl.

Gihn seutsaam taai huhng laak.

Tiuh kwahn taai ldahm laak.
The skirt is too blue.

DI cheunglim taai luhk laak.
The curtains are too green,

DI ji taai wdhng laak.
The papers are too yellow.

DI choi taai laaht laak.
The food is too_peppery.

DI plhnggwé taai suhk laak,

[ripe]
The apples are over-ripe,
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S:

T: The soup is too hot,

The soup is much too hot.

1. pi
pI
DI
pI

chaang gwai gwotauh laak.
bou yaih gwotduh laak.
toi gdu gwotauh laak.

plhnggwo syin gwotduh
laak.

DI ngauhyuhk sdang gwotduh
laak.,

DI ya hdahm gwotduh laak.

DI ha suhk gwotduh laak.

8. DI gafe fu gwotauh laak.

9. Gihn seutsaam hihng gwotduh

laak,

Tiuh kwahn ldahm gwotduh
laake. ’

DI cheunglim luhk gwotduh
laak.

DI 31 wohng gwotauh laak.

10.
11.
12,
13.

DI choi laaht gwotauh laak,

14, DI plhnggwd suhk gwotduh

laak,
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Comment: gwot&uh has a variant pronunciation, gwat&uh.

2. Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Ngoh séung maaih T:
gdan daaih nguk.

S: Ngoh seung miaih S
gaan daaih-
daaidei ge nguk.
1. Ngoh séung maaih tiuh hihng

k'&hn .
I want to buy a red skirt.

2. Ngoh seung sihk faai hiahm béng.
I want to eat a salty cake,

3. Ngoh séung yam bui yiht chah.

4, Ngoh séung maaih go sai syut-
gwaih,

5. Ngoh jungyi sihk dI syin yéh.

6. Ngoh jungyi yam 4l dung yéh.

7. Ngoh séung maaih dI péhng bou.

8. Ngoh jingyi sihk dI laaht yéh.

I want to buy a big house.,

I want to buy a fairly big

2.

Se

house.,

Ngoh seung maaih tiuh hdhng-
hungdéi ge kwahn.
I want to buy a skirt
that has some red in it.

Ngoh seung sihk faail haahm-
haamdéi ge beng.
I want to eat a cake that
is a bit salty.

Ngoh séung zam bii yihtyit-
déi ge chah.
I want to drink a cup of
tea that is hot (but not
too hot).

Ngoh séung mdaih go saisai-
déi ge syutgwaih.

Ngoh jungyl sihk dI syun-
syundéi ge yéh.

Ngoh jungyi yam dal dung-
dingdéi ge yéh.

Ngoh seung maaih dI péhng-
pengdei ge bou,

Ngoh Jungyi sihk dI laaht-
laatdei ge yéh,

3. Substitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the teacher,

then substitute as directed.

1. Neinh hou fan la.
2. /heui/

2, /héi sén/

L, /sihk jouchaan/
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1.
2.
3
L,

Néih hou fan la.

Neih hou heui la.

Neih hou héi sin la.

Néih hou sihk jouchaan 1a.
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5. /fian ging/
6. /tai yIsang/
7. /wuhn saam/

5. Neih hou fdan ging 1a.
6. Neih nou tai yIsang la.

7. Néih hou wuhn saam la.

4, Alteration Drill

Ex: T: Néih hou faaidl heui T:

ngdhnhdhng 15 chin
la, (yihgwo) mhhaih,

néih jauh mhgau chin

yuhng ge la,

S: Yihgwd néih mhfaaidl
heui ngahnhdhng 10

chin, néih jauh

shgau chin yuhng
ge la,

1. Néih hdu faaial heui fan la,
mhhaih, tingyaht neih jauh

gthgau jingsahn ge la,

2. Néih hou faaidl da dihnwa bei

kéuih la, dhhaih, keuih
jauh cheutjo gaai ge la,

3, Néih hou faaidi heui maaih la,

S:

dhhaih, jauh maaihsaal ge la.

4, Néih héu faaidI jouh la, mhhaih

jauh gon@hchit ge la.

S. Néih hou faaidl yam 14, mhhaih

jauh dung ge la.

6. Néih hou faaidI ningheui sai

la, ®hhaih jauh mhgondakchit

ge la.
7. Néih hou fdan ngukkei 1la,

mhhaih neih taaitaai jauh

wan néeih ge la.

You'd better hurry and go to
the bank to get money. If
not, you won't have enough
money to use,

If you don't hurry and go to
the vank to get money, you
won't have enough money to
use,

1. Yﬁhgva néih thheui fan,
neih tingyaht jauh mhgau
jingsahn ge 1la.

2. Yihgwo néih @hfaaidl da
dihnwa bei géuih, keuih
jauh cheutjo gaail ge la.

3. Yﬁhgva néih thfaaidl heui
maaih, jauh maaihsaai ge
la.

4. Yihgwd néih dhfaaidl jouh,
peih jauh gondhchit ge la.

S. Yihgwo néih mhfaaidl yam,
jauh dung ge 1la.

6. Yuhgwo néih mhfaaidI ning-
heui sai, néih jauh
ghgondakchit ge la.

7. Yihgwo néih @hfdan ngukkéi,
neih taaitaai jauh wan
neih ge la.
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5. Response Drill

1.

2.

3.

6'

Ex: T: Néih ;ungyi sihk
meyeh a?

S: Meyeh dou dak.

Neih wan bingo téng dihnwa a?
Who do you want to speak to

(on the telaphone.)

Néeih séung heui bIndouh a?
Where do you want to go?

Ngoh géisin heui neihdouh a?

When shall I come to see
you?

Neih oi bIn gihn a?
Which one do you want?

Néin séung mdaih géido a?

How many do you want to buy?

Tihng hai bIn bihn a?

Which side should I stop on?

7. Néin yiu di{m jouh a?

6. Alteration

l.

2.

3.

+ 5.

How do you want to do it?

T:

S:

Vhat do you want to eat?

Anything is OK.

dau dako

1. Bingo
gnxone will do.

2.

3.

b4,

Se

6.

Bindouh dou dak.
" Anywhere will do.

Geisih dou dak.
" Any time is fine.

BIn gihn dou dak.
Agz one will do.
Geido dou dak.
Any number--it doesn't

matter,

BIn bihn dou dak.
Either side is OK.

ﬂ dau dako

Any way is fine.

Drill

Ex: T: Ngoh yauh chin go~

jan, jauh maaih la.

S: Ngoh géisi yauh
chin. jauh géisi
maaih la.

Ngoh hei san gojan, jauh
giuséng néih la.

Ngoh dakhaahn gojan, jauh wan

néih choh 1la,.

T:

S:

Ngdh toubngoh gdjén, jauh sihk

la.

Ngoh heidan go;an, jauh da
dihnwa béi neih la.

Ngdh génghot gdjan, jauh yam

la.
When I am thirsty, I(f1l1)
drink.
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When I have money, I('ll) buy

it.
Whenever I have money, I buy.
or
When I have the money, I'1ll
buy.
1. Ngoh geisi hei sdn, jauh

2.

3.

géislh giuséng neih la.

Ngoh géisi dakhdahn, jauh
géisl wan néih choh la.

Ngéh géisl touh ngoh, jauh
géisi sihk la.

Ngoh geisi heisan, auh
geisi da dihnwa bei néih
lao

Ngoh geisi génghot, jauh
geisi yam 1a.
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Comment: Here the final la represents la for change, plus
raised intonation for liveliness.

7. Stimulus-Response Drill

1.

2.

3.
4,

Se

Ex: T: Ngoh pa jouhmhsaai
bo.

S: Jouhdak géidd, jauh
geidd la.
Ngoh pa maaihmhsaai bo.
Ngoh pa sihkmhsaai bo.

Ngoh pa sémhsaai bo.
Ngoh pa ningmhsaai bo.

Ngoh pa bunmhsaai bo.

T: I'm afraid I won't get them
all done.

S: Do as many as you can, then.

1. Maaihdak géidd, jauh géidd
la.

2. Sihkdak g&idd, jauh géidd
la,

3. Sédak geidd, jauh géidd la.

k. Ningdak géidd, jauh géidd
la.

5. Bundak géidd, jauh géidd
la.

Response Drill

1.

2.

3.

Se

6.

Ex: T: Néih jungyi sihk
meyeh a?

S: Neih jungyi sihk
meyeh, jauh
mgyéh 15 .

Néih jingyi heui bIndouh a?

Neih jungyi tai bIn bin a?
Néih jungyl yam méyeh a?
Néih jungyi taam bingo a?

Néih jingyi paak bIndoun a?

¥éih jungyi jeuk bin gihn a?

T: What would you like to eat?

S: Eat what(ever) you like.

1. Néih jungyi heui bIndouh,
jauh bindouh 1la.
Go where you want to go.

2. Néin jﬁngyi tai bIn bun,

jauh bin ban la.
3. Néih jungyi yam meyéh, jauh
meyeh la.

k. Néib jingyi taam bingo,
jauh bingo la.

5. Néih jingyi paak_bIndouh,
jauh bindouh la.

6. Néih jungyi jeuk bIn gihn,
jauh bIn gihn 1a.
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9. Response Drill
Ex: T: Neih geidim sihk
faahn a? /jinghou/

S: Geidim jinghdou, jauh S:
géidim sihk 1la.

T:

1. Néih oi bIn gihn a? /hou/

Néih maaih bIn jek a?
/daaih/

Néih laihbaaigéi heui ngahnhohng
a? /dakhdahn/

2.

4, Néih daap meyéh che jau a?
/laih sin/

5. Néih heui bIndoun sihk aan a?
/péhng/

6. Neih séung tdi bin bin syi
a? /yin/

YYhen do you eat dinner?

When its ready, then 1 eat. or
I'1l eat whenever it's ready.

1. Bin gihn hou, jauh oi bin
gihn 1a.

BIn jek daaih, jauh maaih
bin jek la.

2.

3. Laigbaaigéi dakhdahn, jauh
laihbaaigéi heui la.

L, Meyéh che 14ih sin, jauh
daap meyéh la,

5. BIndouh péhng, jauh heui
bIndouh 1a.

6. BIn bin_yih, jauh tdi bin

b\'ln la.

10, Stimulus-Response Drill

Ex: T: Kéuih meih héi san T:
bo.
S: Ngoh juhng yihwdih S:

kéuih heijo san

tim.
1. Ngoh meih giuséng kéuih bo.
2. Kéuih meih fan bo.
+ 3. Nldouh gau dim meih hdi mihn
bo.
The store isn't open at
9 o'clock.
(time + hoi mihn =
opening time at a store)
+ 4, GungsI sahp dim meih sdan mihn

a.

ghe store won't have closed
by ten o'clock.

(time + saan mihn =

closing time at a store)

[at 10 o'clock not yet closed]
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She hasn't gotten up yet.
(very definite)

And I thought she had already
gotten up!

1. Ngoh juhng yinwainh néin giu-

séngjo kéuih tim.

Ngoh juhng yihwdih kéuih
fanjo tim,

Ngég juhng yihw&ih nIdouh
gau dim hoijé mihn tim.

3.

4, Ngoh juhng yihwdih gungsI
sahp dim sdanjd mihn tim.
And I thought they would

be closed by ten!
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5. Néih ga che meih jinghou bo. 5. Ngéh_juhns yihw&ih néih ga
che jinghoujo tim.

6. Ngoh meih maat gonjehng chisd 6. Ngoh juhng yinhwdih néih maat
bo. gonjehngjo chiso tim.

Comment: tim adds to the sentences above the connotation that
the situation expressed in the sentence is different
from what the speaker expected. It may be a dis-
appointment, as in the example sentence, or it may
be a pleasant surprise, as in sentence #4, but in
any event it is contrary to the speaker's precon~
ception of the matter.

11. Substitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the teacher,
then substitute as directed,

1. Faaidl yam3o kéuih lal 1. Faaidl yamjo kéuih 1la}
Hurry up and drink it!

2. /dam/ 2. Faaid]l damjo keuih 1a}

3. /ning/ 3., Faaidl ningjd kéuih 1al

k, /maaih/ L, Faaidl maainjd kéuih la}

5. /wuhn/ 5. Faaidl wuhnjo kéuih 1al

6. /maat/ 6. Faaidl maatjo keuih 1la}

12. Combining Drill
Ex: T: Ngoh haih Méihgwok- T: I am an American.

yidhn. Ngoh jungyi I like to eat Chinese food.
sihk Jungohoi.

S: Séuiylhn ngdh haih S: Although I am an American,

Méihgwokydhn, still I like to eat Chinese
daahnhaih ngoh food,
jungyi sihk Jung-
Choi .
1. Héunggong tinhei hou yint. 1. Séuiyihn Héunggdng tinhei
Ngoh mhjlingyi yauhseéui. hou yiht, daahnhaih ngoh
mhjingyi yauhséui.
2. DI yéh hdu gwai. 2. Seuiyihn dI yéh hou gwai
Keuih maaihjo houdd. daahnhaih kéuih méaihjo
h6ud5 .
3. Kéuih ihjungyi tai hei. 3. Séuiylhn kéuih iihJjingyi téi
Kéuih hou jungyi tai dihnsih. hei, daahnhaih kéuih hou
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13.

b, Keuih s8Ik gong Gwongdungva.
Kéuih hou pa gong.

5. Kéuih hou kdhnlihk duhk syi.
Kéuih mhbatdak yihp.

6. Keuin yinging gitjo fan,
Kéuih Juhng yauh houdd néuih-
pahngyauh.

jungyi tai dihnsih.

L, Seuiyihn keuih sIk gong
Gvongdungwa, daahnhaih
kéuih hou pa gong.

5. Séuiylhn keéuih hdu kidhnlihk
duhk syu, daahnhaih kéuih
mhbatdak yihp.

6. Seuiyihn keuih yinging
gitjo fan. daahnhaih keuih
Juhng yauh houdd néuih-
pahngyauh.,

Expansion Drill

Ex: 1. T: DI Pihnggvo T
janhaih hou~
sihk laak.
/song/tinm/

s: nI ?ihnggv6 yauh S:
song yauh tinm,
jénhaih héusihk
laak.,

2. T: DI tong mhhouyam T:
ge. /fu/héahm/

S: DI téng yauh £ S:
yauh hgahm
mhhouyam ge.

1. DI choi dhhdusihk ge.
/8syin/laaht/

2, DI ng&uhyuhk mhhousihk ge.
/saang/hdahm/

3. DI plhnggwdé janhaih housihk
laak. /sunk/tihm/

4, DI yi @hhouchdh ge. /gdou/daaih/

5. DI heiséui janhaih houyam laak.
/dung/tihm/

6. DI gafe mhhouyam ge.
/dung/fh/

The apples are really good.
/crisp/sweet/

The apples are crisp and sweet
-~-really good.

The soup tastes awful.
/bitter/salty/

The soup is bitter and salty
--it tastes awful.

1. DI choi yauh syin yauh
laaht, mhhousihk ge.

2. DI ngauhyuhk yauh sdang
yauh hdahm, mhhousihk ge.

3. DI plhnggwo yauh suhk yauh
tihm, janhaih housihk
laak,

4, DI yi yauh gou yauh daaih,
shhduchoh ge.

5. DI heiséui yauh dung yauh
tihm, janhaih houyam laak.

6. DI gafe yauh dung yauh fa,
@hhouyam ge.
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IV. CONVERSATICNS FOR LISTENING

(On tape.

1) Seichyin =
2) Jouh mat a? =
3) Mouh = Nothing special
4) chichi = every time

Szechwan, -ese

Refer to wordlist below as you listen.)
Unfamiliar terms, in order of occurrence:

here: Why do you ask?

5) syunlaaht tong = pungent pepper soup

6) tohngchou yu = sweet and sour fish

V. SAY IT IN CANTONESE

A. You say to the person sitting

1.

2.
2.

10,

1l1.

next to you:

It's hotter than blazes today!
(i.e., excessively hot.)

This orange is rotten!

His ybunger brother hasn't
gotten married yet,

(to a clerk in a store) What
time do you close?

This soup is bitter and salty
both--not at all tasty.

You'd better get to the bank
and get some money, other-
wise you won t have any
money to pay the servants.

How come you're up so early?

Which do you like better,
Cantonese food or Shanghai
food?

Are you thirsty?

Would you wake me up tomorrow
whatever time you get up?

What time would you like <o
have dinner?
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1.

2.
2.

L,

7o

8.

9.

10.

11.

B. And he replies:

That's what I say too.

Well then, throw it out!

And I thought he had already
gotten married}

We close at 5:30,
Well don't eat it then.

You're right. Tomorrow's
the 1st.

I have to go to work a
little early today.

Although I'm from Shanghai,
I like Cantonese food
better,

I do feel a bit thirsty, I
think I'1ll what there is
in the refrigerator to
drink,

Sure--is 7:00 OK?

Whatever time you get 1t
done will be OK,
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LESSON 29

Vocabulary Checklist for Lesson 25

1.

2.
3.
4.
5e
6.
Te
8.
9.
10.
11.
12,
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
24,

12, Which tie should I wear?
13, Is there a place to park

cars around here?

14. Hurry and change clothes,
otherwise we'll be late,

15, Do you like the yellow dress

or the blue one?

12, Any one is fine.

13. Yes, park anywhere you can
find a place,

14, I don't have time to change
clothes, let's go now!

15, They're both nice--buy the
one you like.

bin- nonQw:
bIndouh nonQw:
bIngo nonQws
dam vs
dim nonQws
fan jeuhk v:
famgh jeuhk \ 4]
fa adj:
gei- nonQw:
geidim nonQW:
geido nonQw:
geisi nonQw:
génghot adj:
guih adj:
...-g‘btauh bf:
haahn adj:
W hdi mdhn Ph:
hou + Verb phrase + la  Ph:
hihng adj:
Jingedhn n/adj:
laahm adj:
lashnjo adj:
laaht adjs
1oh 8si

any (o?e place, etc.) whatever (one place,
ete.

anywhere, wherever
anyone;
throw out, discard

any manner, whatever manner, however

whoever

get to sleep, fall asleep

can't get to sleep

strong [bitter]

any (number)

vwhatever hour, any hour, any time

any moment; however many

any time, whenever

thirsty

tired

t00...y ©xcessively...

salty

open the doors (of a store) at X time. ex-
2o - PO

presses opening time of a store.
It would be a goo? idea to...'

in making a sugypestion

a form used

red

energy

blue

spoiled, rotten (of perishables)
peppery

sen, suf, signifying a bid for sympathy
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25. luhk adjs green
26. Mit + sentence sen: How come + sentence?
27. mdyéh nonQW: anything; everything; whatever
28, mhhaih ¢j: otherwise, if not
29. nghahnfan adj: sleepy
30. ngohngodei adjP: a bit hungry
31. sdang adj: raw, underdone (of cooked tip); green (of
fruit)
32, seuiylhn Cj: although
33. seuiyihn...daahnhajh  PCj: although,..still...
34, song adjs crisp
35. suhk adjs ripe (of fruite); done (of cooked
36. syin adjs sour
37. syutgwaih n: refrigerator
38. tim adj: sweet
39. touhngoh adj: hungry
40. wdhng adj: Yyellow
41. yinwdih v: think, have the impression (sometimes this
proves to be 'mistakenly had the
) impreseion')
42, yinhgwd mhhaih cj: otherwise; if not
43, TW_sdan mihn Ph: close the doors (of a store) at X time.

expresses closing time of a store.
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I. BASIC CONVERSATION
A. Buildup:

(At the Wong's house,

The Wong

daughter answers the doorbell:)

Wohng siuje
Meyeh sih a?
Jzﬁf&an
jyufaan or jyufaahn

chéng jyufaan
boujl wah nidouh chéng
jyufaan
Ngéh taiddu bouji wah nidouh
chéng jyufdan--haih mhhaih a?

4dhng Siuje
Hainh a--Yahplaih la.

L4
-gan

dagan dihnwa

Ngoh mahma dagan dihnwa.

Néih chohhah sin 1a,

-yihn

gongyuhn

dang kéuih gongyuhn
Dang kéuih gongyuhn ngoh wah

keuih ji néih laihjo 1a.
Jyufaan

Hou, shgéi,

Yes? [What business?]

cook, person who works as
cook in a private home
(usually a woman)
hire a cook
the newspaper said they
were hiring a cook here
I read in the paper that they
were hiring a cook here--is
that right?
Yes. Please come in,
verb suffix, indicating
action in progreas
talking on the telephone
My mother is talking on the
phone.,
First have a seat.
*finish'
finish talking

verb suffix,

when she finishes talking...
When she gets through, I'll

tell her you've come,

Fine, thank you,

(Mrs, Wong finishes her call and
comes to interview the cook:)

Wohng Taai
seun

gaaisiuh seun
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letter

letter of introduction,



LESSON 26

CANTONESE BASIC COURSE

sanfanjing
Néih yauh mouh daai gaaisiuhseun

tihng sanfanjing laih a?

Jyufaan
Yauh., Nah, mhgdi néih taihah 1a.

Wohng Taai

gungfu
nIdounh dI gungfa
fan

gam or gamyéung

gam fan
Ngohdeih nIdouh ge gungfu haih
gam fin ge:
daleih
jyusihk
Jyufdan jihnghaih daléih jyusihk.

ngoih
it

chyunfong ji ngoih
chyunfong ji pgoih ge sih
fuh jaak

gungyahn fuhjaak
Chyihfong jingoih ge sih yauh

daihdl gingyahn fuhjaak.

daaihyahn
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letter of recommendation
ID carad
Did you bring your letters of
recommendation and your ID

card?

Yes, Here--please take a look.

work
the work here
divide, divide up
in such a way; this way,
that way
divide in this way
Our work here is divided up
this way:
take care of, do
cooking
The cook just takes care of
the cooking,
outside
tof,' grammatical word
joining modifying
structure on its left to
head structure on its
right.
outside of the kitchen
the work outside the kitchen
take responsibility (for),
is responsible (for)
the servant is responsible
There's another servant respon-
sible for the work outside of
the kitchen,
adults
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hahmbahlaahng

hahmbahlaahng léuhng go
daaihydhn, léuhng go
sailougo.

Ngohdeih nidouh hahmbahlaahng
léuhng go daaihydhn, léuhng
go sailougo.

tingséuhng
yat go yan

ji
laihbaaiyat ji laihbaaingh
Tingséuhng laihbaaiyat ji
laihbaaingh jihnghaih dak
ngoh yat go yan hai ukkéi
sihk ngaan ge je,
séhng
séhng go laihbaai
séhng go laihbaai dou
nhfdandakldih sihk
tuhngmdaih
Ngoh sInsdang tuhngmiaih dI
saildougo chamhdo séhng go
laihbaai dou mhfiandakldih
sibk ge.
gung
gam ge gung

Gam ge gung ngaam mhngaam néih
ne?
Jyafaan
Mouh sowain

Dak--mduh sdwaih ge.

2l

altogether
altogether two adults and
two children

Altogether there are two adults

and two children here,

ordinarily, usually
by myself, himself, etc.
alone
to, until
Monday to Friday
Ordinarily from Monday to

Friday there's only myself
alone who eats lunch at home,

entire
all week, the whole week
aren't able to come back
to eat all week,
and, together with
My husband and the children
aren't able to come home for
lunch for practically the
whole week,
work
that/this kind of work,
such work

Does such work suit you?

'‘Whatever you say.' ‘Any
way is OK with me.' 'No
complaints.*

It's all right--no complaints,



B,

LESSON 26

CANTONESE BASIC COURSE

Wohng Taai
Gam, néih yiu géido-chin yahngung
ne?
Jyufaan
Sei baak la,
Wohng Taai
Hou la.

séuhng gung

Neih géisl hoyih 14ih séuhng
gung ne?
Jyufaan
Hah go yuht yat houh, hou ma?

Wohng Taai
Hou la, Ngoh dang néih 1la.

How much do you want for wages?

Four hundred.

Agreed,
start work (usually means
for day, but here means
for the first time,)

When can you come start work?

The firat of next month, all
right?

Fine, I'1ll expect you.

Recapitulation:

(At the Wong's house, The Wong
daughter answers the doorbell:)

#ohng Siuje
Meyéh sih a?
Jyufaan
Ngoh taidou bouji wah nIdouh
chéng jyufaan--haih mhhaih a&?

Wohng Siujeé
Haih a--Yahplaih la.

Ngoh mahma dagan dihnwa,
Néeih chohhah sin 1la.
Dang keéuih gongyihn ngdh wah
keuih 3ji néih 1dihjo 1la.
Jytfaan
Hou, mhgdi.

Yes? [What business?]

I read in the paper that they
were hiring a cook here--is
that right?

Yes~--please come in,

My mother is on the phone,
Have a seat first.

¥hen she gets through, I'll

tell her you've come,

Fine, thank you,

(Mrs. Wong finishes her call and
comes to interview the cook:)
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Wohng Taai
Néih yauh mouh daai gaaisiuhseun

tuhng sanfanjing 1aih a?

Jyufaan
Yauh. Nah, ®hgoi neih taihah la.
Wohng Taai
Ngohdeih nidouh ge guingfu haih
gam fan ge:
Chyihfong ji ngoih ge sih yauh
daihdi gingyahn fuhjaak.

Ngohdeih nidouh hahmbahlaahng
léuhng go daaihyahn, léuhng
go sailougo.

Tingséuhng laihbaaiyat ji
laihbaaingh jihnghaih dak
ngoh yat go yan hai ukkei
sihk ngaan ge je.

Ngoh sInsdang tuhngmaaih dI
sailougo chamhdo séhng go
laihbaai dou mhfaandakldih
sihk ge.,

Gam ge glng ngaam Bhngaam
néih ne?

Jlﬁféan

Dak--mouh sowaih gé.

Wohng Taai
Gam, néih yiu géido chin
yahnging ne?
Jlifian
Sei baak la.
Wohng Taai

Hou la.
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Did you bring your letters
recommendation and your ID

card?

Yea. Here--please take a look.

Our work here is divided up
this way:

There's another servant respon-
sible for the work outside
of the kitchen.

Altogether there are two

adults and two children here,

Ordinarily from Monday to
Friday there's only myself

alone who eats lunch at hone,
My husband and the children

aren't able to come back

for practically the whole

week.

Does such work suit you?

It's all right--whatever you

say.

How much wages do you want?

Four hundred.

Agreed,
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Néih géisi hoyih 1dih séuhng When can you come start work?
guing ne?
Jyufaan
Hah go yuht yat houh, hdu ma? The first of next month, all
right?

Wohng Taai
Hou la. Ngoh dang néih 1la. Fine. I'll expect you.

2ud
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II. NOTES
1. :EéE Verb suffix calling attention to action in progress.

a. When one wishes to call attention to the fact that an agtion spoken
about is going on at the time of speaking (or at the time spoken
about) , :Eé& is suffixed to the verb.

Ex: 1. Child (on pyone):

yihgi dimgaai’juhng
mhlaih jip ngoh a?

Amgh: Fong sam lal
Keuih laihgan ge laake.

2. A: Neih yamgan meyeh a?

How come Mother still hasn't
come to get me?

Don't worry!
way now.

What are you drinking?
Me? I'm drinking coffee.

She's on the

B: Ngoh_a? Ngoh yamgan
gafe.

A: Keuih dou haih yam gafe ah. That's what he's drinking
too, I suppose.

Kéuih yam chah. No. Tea is what he's drinking.

S

B: Mhhaih.
(See BC and Drills 9,10,14)

b. Note the position of :ség in directional verb compounds:

Compare:
heui heuigan
laih laihgan
lohklaih lohkganlaih
faanheui faanganheui
nlngfﬁanléih ninggﬁnfaanlaih

hﬁahng séuhng heui

hiahnggﬁn séuhng heui

2, —yihn Verb suffix indicating finishing an action.

Ex: A. Ngohdeih kahmysht duhk
daaih yihsahpng fo.

B. Duhkyuhn meih a?
(See BC and Drill 10)

We read lesson 25 yesterday.

Did you finish it?

4 4 ’
3. gam 'such' (var: gamyeung)
a. gég, with the basic meanihg ‘such,' 'that kind,' has several uses. It
may be an independent unit, or a modifier. As a modifier, it can

modify both verbs and nouns.
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1) As an independent unit: gam = such things, this (or that) kind of
thing; in such a way.

Ex: 1. Ngoh maatho ai buj I bought some glasses, and some plates,
a, dlp a, cheunglim and some curtain material-- that kind
bou a, gam je. of stuff, that's all.

(See Lesson 19 BC)

2. Keulh Ylngman gonsdak He speaks English just like an
tuhng Ylnggwok yahn Englishman. [(Regarding) him,

yatyeuhng gam English speaks with Englishman
same thus.]
3, Gam dou wah tihm ah! (Donein such a way, and you still say

it's sweet! (i.e., I put such a
small amount of sugar 1n-- you still
say it's too sweet?) gam = do/done
in such a way

(See Drill 2)

2) As a verb modifier: gam Verb = Verb in such a way, Verb this (or
that) way, Verb like this (or that)
Ex: Gam sé mhdak ga. It won't do to write that way.
Mihou gam jouh. Don't do it that way.
Ngohde1h hahmbahlahng Everybody says it that way.
dou haih gam gong.

(See BC and Drill 1)

3) As modifier of a noun: gém ge Noun = this (or that) kind of Noun,
such a Noun, a thus-done Noun

Ex: Gam ge tong neih jung Do you like soup done this way? [Thus-
mhjungyi yam a? done soup, you like to drink?]

Gam ge gung ngaam Does such work suit you?
mhngaam neih a?

(See BC)

(@am N, 'such an N' also occurs. See, for example,

Lesson 27, Drill 4:

Hou chih haih bejam It seems to be beer--
such a smell. i.e.,

’ Py
gam meih. It smells like beer.)
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b. 552, 'such' and gam, 'so' compared:
gam joins with Nouns and Verbs, and gam joins with adjectives.

Ex: 1. gam
Gam jouh. Do it that way.
Gam ge yeh. That kind of stuff.
2. gam
Wah! Gam leng! Wow-~ 80 prettyl

Aiya, gam laahttaat. Oh my-- so dirtyl
4, ...;jl ngoih, 'outside' in the sense 'aside from,''with the exception of,!

Chzﬁhfang ﬁ ngoih douhdouh [Kitchen's outside place-place

dou yiu maat. all want mop] i.e., Except for the
kitchen, every place needs mopping
(giving instructions).

yih ngoih ie interchangeable with ji ngoih.
(See EC)

5. Some yverb-Object phrases serve as basis of a compound noun formula:

VO-ge, 'one who does VO as an occupation,'

Ex: tang dihnwa ge = telephone operator [one who listens to
the telephone]
maaih syu ge = bookseller [one who sells books]
ja che ge = chauffeur [one who drives a car]

(See Drill 6)

English has a similar pattern for occupations, .except in English the
word order in the compound noun is: Object-Verb-er.

Ex: bookseller
math teacher
ball player
taxi driver

The only English expression on the Chinese VO-ge pattern that comes to
mind is 'do-gooder.' Can you think of any others?
6. Mouh sowaih ge. ‘'Whatever you say,' 'No complaints,' 'It doesn't make any
difference,' 'I don't have any preferences,'

There is some overlap in the use of Mouh sowaib ge and Sihdaahn la.
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With Sihdaahn 1a you are asked to meke a selection between two or more
choices: Which do you want, A or B? Answering Sihdaahn la you indicate
that either/any of the choices suggested is OK by you.

Ex: Q: Neih jungyi sihk ha Would you like to have shrimp
yikwaahk sihk yu a? or fish?

A: Sihdaahn la. Either one is fine.

With Mouh sawalggge there are three possibilities:

1) One specific thing has been suggested, and in saying Mouh sowaih
ge you agree to it: Is X OK? Ans: No complaints-- whatever

you 8aye.
Ex: Q: Gém ge gﬁng ngaam Does such work suit you?
mhngaam neih a?
A: Dak-- mouh sowaih ge. Agreed-- no complaints.
(See EBC)

2) You are given a choice between two or more suggestions, and in
saying Mouh sowaih ge you indicate that any of the suggestions
is OK by you. In this use, Mouh sowaih ge is interchangeable
with Sihdashn la.

Ex: Q: Né;h jungyi sihk ha Do you want to eat shrimp,
yikwaahk sihk yu a? or fish?
A: Mouh sowaih ge. ~ I don't have any preference--

either is OK.

3) No specific suggestion has been made, but you are asked what you

would like. In answering Mouh sowaih ge you indicate that you

have no special preferences, that anything/any way/any place,
etc., is OK by you.

Ex: A: Neih wah dim, jauh dim 1a. However you want it done,
we'll do it that way.

B: Ngoh mouh sowaih ga. I don't have any preferences
-~ any way is fine.
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III. DRILLS
1., Alteration Drill

Ex: T: GAm jouh, dak mhdak T: Is it OK to do it that (or this)

a? way? [Do in such a way, OK
or not?]
S: Gam jouh, hou ma? S: Is it OK to do it that (or
this) way?
1. Gam gong dak mhdak a? 1. Gam gong, hou ma?
Is it OK to say it that way?
2. Gam sé, dak mhdak a? 2. Gam sé, hou ma?
Is it OK to write it like
this?
+ 3. Gam da, dak mhdak a? 3. Gam d&, hou ma?

1s it OK to hit this way?
(in ref. to typing: Is it OK

+ to type this way?) da_jih= to type
4, Gam jing, dak mhdak a? 4, Gam jing, hdu ma?
5. GAm yuhng, dak mhdak a? 5. Gam yuhng, héu ma?
6. Gam sai, dak mhdak a? 6. Gam sai, hou ma?
7. Gam tong, dak mhdak a? 7. Gam tong, hou ma?
8. Gam maat, dak mhdak a? 8. Gam maat, hou ma?

2. Substitution Drill:

1., Gam dou wah tlhm &h! 1. Gam dou wah tihm &h!
Do it that way and you still
say it's sweet! (for example:
I put such a tiny bit of
sugar in it, and you still
say it's sweet!)

2. /syin/ 2. Gam dou wah syun &h!

3. /laaht/ 3. Gam dou wah laaht &h!

Lk, /laahttaat/ L4, Gam dou wah laahttaat ah!
5. /chdauh/ 5. Gam dou wah chaauh ah!

6. /chuhng/ 6. Gam dou wah chithng &ah!

7. /gonjehng/ 7. Gam dou wah goénjehng ah!
8. /leng/ 8. Gam dou wah leng ah!

9. /saang/ 9. Gam dou wah sdang &h}
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Comment: In the above sentences gam substitutes for a VP:

*

gam jouh 'do it thus', 'did it thus,' and is the
subject of the sentence. It is separated from
the predicate by a slight pause, As a verb Eéﬂ is
used in the affirmative only.

3. Substitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the teacher,

then substitute as directed.
1. BIngo fuhjaak jyu chaan a? 1. BIngo fuhjaak jya chaan a?
Who is responsible for
cooking?
2. /wmhaih yéh/ 2. BIngo fuhjaak maaih yéh a?
3. /jyasihk/ 3. Bingo fuhjaak jyusihk a?

4. /eai saa
5. /ja che/
6. /da jin/

n/ 4, BIingo fuhjaak sai saam a?
5. Bingo fuhjaak ja che a?

6. BIngo fuhjaak da jih a?
Who is respomnsible for
typing?

7. /chyihfong jingoih ge sih/ 7. Bingo fuhjaak chyihfong

jingoih ge sih a?

4, Expansiof Brill

Ex: 9':

1. chaauhjo

laahnjo S1: Yihgwo laahnjo, ngdh yat-
become broken dihng fuhjaake.
If it breaks, I will de-
finitely take the respon-
sibility.

S2: Yihgwo laahnjé, ngoh mhfuh-
jaak gal
If it breaks, I won't be
(refuse to be) responsible.
(or I won't take the re-
sponsibility.)

S3: Yihgwo laahnjo, néih fuh
shfuhjaak ga?
If it breaks, will you take
the responsibility?

1. S1: Yuhgwo chdauhjdé, ngdh
yatdihng fuhjaak.
S2: Yuhgwo chaauhjo, ngoh
ghfuhjaak gal
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2. laahnjo

3. laahttaatjo

+ 4, waaihjo .
waaihjo = out of order,
broken down, doesn't work)

5. jinglaahnjo

53: Yuhgwo chaauhjo, neih

fuh mhfuhjaak ga?

Yuhgwo laahnjo, ngoh
yatdihng fuhjaak.

2. S1:

S2: Yuhgwo laahnjo, ngoh

mhfuhjaak ga!

Yihgwo laahnjo, néih
fuh mhfuhjaak ga?

Yuhgwo laahttaatJo.

ngoh yatdihng fuh jaak.
S2: Yuhgwo laahttaatjo, ngoh
mhfuh jaak ga!

Yihgwo laahttaatgo. néih
fuh mhfuhjaak ga?

: Yuhgwo waaihjo, ngodh
yatdihng fuhjaak.
If it gets out of order,

3. Sl:

S3:

I will take the re-
sponsibility.
Yihgwo waaihjo, ngdh
mhfuhjaak ga}
Yuhgwo waaihjo, néih
fuh mhfuhjaak ga?
Yuhgwo jinglaahnjo,
ngoh yatdihng fuhjaak.,

Yuhgwo jlnglaahnjo,
ngodh mhfuhjaak ga!

Yihgwd jinglaahnjdé, néih
fuh @hfuhjaak ga?

S2:

S3:

5. S1:

S2:

5. Substitution Drill

Ex: T: Alyal Ga ché waaihjé
tim! /go dihnwa/

S: Adya} Go dihnwa
waaihjo tim}

+ 1. Aiya! Go dihnwd_waaihjo tim!
/ga dihnsih(gei)/
(TV Set
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T: Oh-oh, the car has broken down.
(or is out of order, or

doesn't work.) /phone/

S: Oh-oh, the phone is out of
order.

1. Aiyal Ga dihnsih(gei) waaih-
jo tim!



LESSON 26 CANTONESE BASIC COURSE

6.

2.

Se

6.

7.

8.

Aiva! Ga dihnsih(gei) waaihjo 2. Aiya! Go bIu waaihjo tim!
tim! /go biu/

Aiya! Go bJu waaihjo tim! 3. Aiya! Go syutgwaih waaihjd
/go syutgwaih/ tim}
Aiya! Go syutgwaih waaihjo 4, Aiya! Ga che waaihjd tim}
tim! /ga che/
Aiyal Ga che waaihao tim! 5. Aiya! Go laahnghei(gel)
/ga laanngnei(gei)/ waaihjo tim!
(air conditioner) The air conditioner is out
of order.
Aiya! Go laahnghei(gei) waaih- 6. Aiyal Go sauyamgéi waaihjo
jo tim! /go sauyamgéi/ tim!
(radio) The radio is out of order,
Aiya! Go sauyamgéi waaih jo 7. Aiyal Go dajihgei waaihjo
tim! /go dajihgei tim!
(typewriter) The typewriter is out of
order,

Aiya! Go dajihgei waaihjo tim! 8. Aiyal Go dihnwa waaihjo tim!
/go dihnwa/

Comment: For laahngheigei, 'air conditioner.' and dihnsihgei,
'TV set,' some speakers omit -gei, others don't.,
[gei = machinel

Both ga and go are used as Measures for sauyamgéi,
dihnsihgei, and laahngheigei.

Response Drill

1.

2e

3e

Ex: T: Kéuih jouh meyéh ga? T: What does he do? (he is a do-

/gaau Gwongdungwa/ what one?) /teach Cantonese/
S: Kéuih gaau Gwong- S5: He's a Cantonese ‘%eacher.
dungwa ge. [teach-Cantonese one]
Kéuih jouh meyéh ga? 1. Kéuih gaau syi ge.
/gaau syu/ He's a teacher,
Kéuih jouh méyéh ga? /maaih 2. Kéuih maaih bouji ge.
bouji/ He’s a newspaper hawker,
Kéuih jouh meyéh ga? 3. Kéuib jing che ge.
/3ing che/ He's a car mechanic.

Kéuih jouh meyéh ga? /ja che/ 4, Kéuih ja che ge.
He's a chauffeur,

Kéuih jouh meyéh ga? /da jih/ 5. Kéeuih da jih ge.
She's a typist.
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7. Substitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the %eacher,

1-

2.

3.

5.

6.

then substitute as directed.

Néih séhng yaht heuijo bIndouh

1aih a?

Where were you all day?

/hah jau/
/waahn/
/ it/
/nihn/

/laihbaai/

Comment: Heui...laih =

2

2.

3.

Neih sehng yaht heuijd
bindouh laih a?

Néih eséhng go hahjau heuijo
bIndouh laih a?

Néih séhng maahn heuijo
bindouh laih a?

Néih séhng jiu heuijo bin-
douh laih a?

Neih séhng nihn heuijo bIn-
douh 1laih a?

Néih séhng go laihbaai
heuijé bIndouh 14ih a?

the laih part indicates that the person
has returned from having been away. Compare:

1. Keuih séhng nihn heui~ ‘Where has he gone off

jo bIndouh a?

. to all year? (still
away)

2, Xeuih séhng nihn heui- Where did he go off

jo bIndouh laih a?

to all year? (has
returned)

8. Substitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the teacher,

1.

2.

3.

+ b,

+ 5.

then substitute as directed.

Dimgaai séhng gihn saam dou

laahttaatsaal ga?

How come the [entire] dress

is dirty all over?
/faai bou/

/tiuh kwahn/
/fing seun/
Z M for letter)

/jéung joubou/
(M. for newspapers)

253

1.

5'

Dimgaal séhng gihn sdam dou
laahttaatsaail ga?

Dimgaai séhng faai bou dou
laahttaatsaai ga?

Dimgaai séhng tiuh kwihn
dou laahttaatsaai ga?

Dimgaai séhng fung seun dou
laahttaatgsaai ga?
How come the whole letter
is dirty all over?

Dimgaai séhng jéung joubou
dou laahttaatsaai ga?
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6. /tiuh mouhgan/

6. Dimgdai séhng tiuh mduhgan
dou laahttaatsaai ga?

9. Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Chdhn Taai ylhga
tai Byﬁ .
S: Dangjan sin 1a,
Chahn ylhga tai-
gan syu.

1. DI sailougo ylhga yam chah,

2. Kéuih go néui yinga sihk
.faahn,

Chéhn Siujé yinga wan sdn-
fanjing.

Hoh Saang ylhga tai dihnsih.

3,
4,
5., Kéuih bahba ylhga da dihnwa,

6. Kéuih mihma yihga jing jou-

chaan,

Mrs. Chan is reading now,

: Please wait a bit, Mrs., Chan

is reading now,

1. Dangjan sin 1a, dI sailougsd
yihga yamgan chah.

Dangjan sin_la, keuih go
neui ylhga sihkgan faahn.

sin 1a, Chéhn siuje

wangan sénfanjing.

2,

S Dingjie
yihga

sin 1a, Hoh Sdang

taigan dihnsih.

sin 1a, kéuih bahbda

dﬁgén dihnwa.

sin 1a, kéuih mihma
jinggan jouchaan.

Dang jan
‘yihga
Déang jan
yihga

5

6.

Dangjég
yihga

10, Response Drill

Neih mahma dayuhn
dihnwa meih a?
/8shake/

Meih, juhng dagan.
Néih mahma dayihn
dihnwa meih a?

/nod/

S: Dayuhn laak.

1. Néih béhdba sihkyihn ngaanjau
meih a} /shake/

2. Néih mihma téngyuhn sauyam-
géi meih a? /nod/

3, Néih go néui duhkyihn daaih-
hobk meih a? /shake/
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Has your mother finished
telephoning yet?

No, she's still on the phone.
Has your mother finished

telephoning yet?

Yes, she's finished,

1. Meih, juhng sihkgan.
2 Téngyﬁhn laak,

3., Meih, juhng duhkgan.
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1l.

4, Néih tihng kéuih kingyihn gai
meih a? /nod/

5. Neih gaje taiyihn dihnsih meih

a? /shake/

k, Kingyihn laak,

5. Meih, juhng taigan,

Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Keuih téng sauyam-
géi. /da paai/

St Kéuih tenggén sau-
yamgel . mhdakhaahn
da paai.

1. Kéuih sé jih. /tai dihnsih/

2. Kéuih jouh gungfi. /kinggai/

Kéuih duhk syi. /da bo/

Kéuih tong saam. /tai hei/

Kéuih jya faahn. /heui 16 chin/

: He is listening to the radio.

/play mahjong/

He's listening to the radio,
and doesn't have (free) time
to play mahjong.

1. Keulh ségan jih, mhdakhaahn
tai dihnsih,

Kéuih jouhgan ungfu,
mhdakhdahn kinggai.

Kéuinh duhkgan syi, mhdak-
hdahn da bo,.

3

Lk, Xéuih jyugan faahnl mhdak-
N,

hashn heui 19 c¢h

Keuih tonggan saam, mhdak-
haahn tai hei.

5..

Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Ngohdeih dou sihkhah
Saichaan ge.
/yéauhsin/

S: Ngohdeih yauhsih dou
sihkhah Saichaan
ge.

T:

S:

1. Ngohdeih dou sihkhah Juing choi

gé. /gauphgiu
from time to

rrarn o

2. Ngohdeih dou heuihah léuihhahng

gé. /yauhsin/
We go on outings too.

3. Ngohdeih dou dahah paai gé.
/houddsih/
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We eat Western food too. [i.e.,
at times, instead of Chinese
food.]

We sometimes eat Western food
too.

1. Ngohdeih gaumhgau dou
sihkhah Jung choi gé,
From time to time we eat
Chinese food,

2. Ngohdeih yauhsih dou heui-
hah leuihhahng g8

3. Ngohdeih houddsih dou
dahah paai gé.
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4, Ngohdeih dou .yamhah bejau gé.

5. Ngohdeih dou chénghah haak gé.

/tungséuhng/

/gaunhgau/

b,

Se

Ngohdeih tiingséuhng dou
yamhah be jau gé.

Ngohdeih gaumhgau dou
chénghah haak gé.

13, Substitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the teacher,
then substitute as directed.

1. Ngoh ago hou pa yat go yan

sihk faahne.

1.

My elder brother doesn't like

to eat alone.

2. /gaje/heui Saandeng/

3. /saildu/gwo hdi/

4, /gungyshn/cheut gaai/

5. /mahma/haahng gungsl/

6. /ngoéh chanchik/tai hei/

Ngoh ago hou pa yat go yan
sihk faahn,

Ngoh gaje hou pa yat go yan
heui Saandeng.

Ngag sailGu‘hau pa yat go
yan gwo hoi,

Ngdh gingyéhn hou pa yat go
yan cheut gaai.,

Ngoh méhma hdu pa yat go
yan haahng gungsi.

Ngoh chanchik hou pa yat go
yan tai hei,

14, Conversation Drill

Néih tuhng bingo

kinggan gai a?

Tihng ngoh gungyéhn.
Neihdeih kinggan

matyeh a?

Ngohdeih kinggan

chéng haak.

..oooooo.o--ooo.?

eeeseesssschyinji.

...ooooooo..ooo.?

Ex: A:
B:
A:
B:
1, A,
B.
A,
B.

eeescokinggan jyh chaan.

A: Who are you talking to? [with]

B: To [with] the servant,

A: ¥What are you talking about?

B: We're talking about having a

dinner party.

1. A, Neih tihng bingo kinggan

gai a?

B. Tuhng ngoh chyihji.

A, Néihdeih kinggan matyéh
a?

B. Ngdhdeih kinggan jy
chaane.
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e

7

B.

A,

B,
A,
B.
A.

B.
A,
B.

A.

B.
A.

A,

B.
A,
B.
A.

B.
A.
B.
A.

B,
A,
B,

0000.0.000000000?

oooooooodajaapc
.........'......?

ceeoess maaih yeh,

.........0..0.0.?

........bahba.
................?
........tﬁi hei,

0000...00..00.0.?

Otooooo.agao
o.oooooooooooooo?

eseeees Wan néuihpahngyauh.
................?

o.oooooogaj;.

................?
eseseessjouh saam,

0.00.00.0000000.?

0.......5&116“.
................?
cescancodd bO,

0...00.0000.0.00?

Oooooooomahmao
0.00.00..0000.0.?
.oooooooda pa&i.

0.000..00.00..0.?

Oooooooosaimﬁi.

oooooo.ooooooooo?

XXX ..léuihhahng.
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2.

Se

5

70

8.

A.

B.
A.
B.

A,

B.
A,
B,
A,

B.
A,
B.

A,

B,
A,

B.

A,

B.
A.
B,
A.

Néih tihng bIngo kinggén
gai a?

Tihng ngoh dajaap.

Neihdeih kinggan matyéh a?

Ngohdeih kinggan maaih
yeh.

Neih tihng bIngo kinggan
gai a?

Tihng ngoh bahba,
Néihdeih kinggdn meyeh a?
Ngohdeih kinggan tai hei.

Néiy tuhng bIngo kinggan
gai a?

Tuhng ngoh ago.
Néihdeih kinggan meyenh a?

Ngohdeih kinggan wan
neuihpahngyauh.

Néih tihng bIngo kinggén
gai a?

Tihng ngoh gaje.

Néihdeih kinggan meyeh
a?

Ngohdeih kinggan jouh
saam,

Neih tuhng bIngo kinggén
gai a?

Tihng ngdh saildu.
Neihdeih kinggan meyeh a?
Ngdhdeih kinggan da bo.
Néig tuhng bIngo kinggan
gai a?

Tihng ngoh mahma,
Néihdeih kinggan meyéh a?
Ngohdeih kinggin da paai.

Néig tihng bIngo kinggan
gai a?

Tihng ngoh saimii.
Neihdeih kinggan meyeh a?

Ngohdeih kinggan 1éuih-
hahng.
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15, Substitution Drill

Ex: T: Kéuih laihbaaiyat ji T: He works from Monday to Friday.
laihbaaingh yiu /1 to 5/
faanging. /yat dim
ji ngh dim/

S: Kéuih yat dim ji ngh S: He works from one o'clock to

dim yiu faanging. five o'clock.
1. Ngoh gamyaht ji tingyaht dou 1. Ngoh laihbaaisdam ji laih-
mhdakhaahn, baailuhk dou mhdakhaahn,

/laihbaaisdam ji laihbaailuhk/
2. Jéung Saang gauhnin ji gamnin 2. Jéung Saang kahmyaht ji

dou meih faangwo laih, gamyaht dou meih faangwo
/kédhmyaht ji gamyaht/ laih.

3. Keuih gamjiuv ji yihga juhng 3. Kéuih chihnyaht ji yinga
meih sihkgwo faahn. Juhng meih sihk faahn.

/chihnyaht ji ylhga/

4, Lauh Siuje yihyuht ji sdamyuht 4, Lauh Siujé yatyuht ji ngh-
yiu heui Yinggwok. yuht yiu heui Yinggwok.
/yatyuht ji nghyuht/

5. Ngoh léunng dim ji sei dim yiu 5. Ngoh sdam dim ji fAgh dim
duhk syu. yiu duhk syi.
/saam dim ji ngh dim/

6. Ngoh chihnyaht ji gamyaht 6. Ngoh gémyaht ji hauhyaht
mhsai faanging. mhsai faangung.
/gamyaht ji hauhyaht/

IV. CONVERSATIONS FOR LISTENING
(On tape. Refer to wordlist below as you listen)
Unfamiliar terms, in order of occurrence:
1) chau = to take care (of children)
chaujai = baby amah
Hi! Hey! Say!

3) woh = sentence suffix, 'That's what she said’

2) wai

4) neuihjai = young girl

5) jouh gingfo = do homework, lessons
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6) jihgei =

here: ourselves alone

ourselves, myself, himself, etc,

SAY IT IN CANTONESE

A. You say to the person sitting
next to you:

B. And he replies:

1.

2e

3.

9.

10.

1.

l2.

13.

1“.

How come Mr. Chan hasn't come
yet?

I've come to see Mr. Wong.

(on the phone:) Mother, I'm
at school, can you come
get me?

(at the head of the stairs
looking down:) Who is that
person coming up?

This book is really inter-
esting!

Vle'd better go, otherwise we'll
be late.

Did we finish lesson 25 yester-
day?

Vhen you finish fixing the
radio, would you have a look
at the TV set?

Is it OK to do it this way?
Everybody says it that way.

Who is responsible for fixing
the typewriter?

If you break it, will you be
responsible?

Where were you all day? I
phoned you 3 or 4 times.

Did you get it (the ID card)?

259

1.

2.

3.

Se

6.

7.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

He's on his way now,

He's on the phone right
now, would you have a
seat first please?

I'm fixing dinner--you take
the bus home,

It's the radio repairman.

When you're through, would
you lend it to me?

Let me just finish writing
this letter of recom-
mendation, then I'11 go.

Yes, we finished lesson 25
and started lesson 26.

I've already fixed the
radio, where's the TV?

That way's not right--
don't use chopsticks.

Is it OK to say it this
way?

There's a company (gungsI)
responsible,

Yes.
I went to fetch my ID card.

No, I didn't~~they said

to come back next
Tuesday.
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Vooabulary Checklist for Lesson 26

1.
2.
5.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17-
18.
19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

15. How many people altogether are

15. More than 1500,

there in your school?

16. Vihat are you chatting about?

daaihyahn
da
da jih
dajihgéi

da
dihnsihgéi
ddu

fan

fuhjaak
fung
gaaisiuhseun

gan

-gan

gung

gungfti
géudihgau
halmbahlaahng
Jéung

IV ji IW

3

ooooo:’in@ih
Jyufaan
Jytfaahn

Jyfisink

16. We're talking about taking
a trip.

nt
v
vo1i

ni
adv:
v
v
m

ns
n/v:

v8s
ns

n:
adv:
Ph:
m:
prep:
bf:

ns

adult

hit

type on the typewriter [hit-words]
typewriter

take care of

TV set

still

divide, divide up

take responsibility for, is responsible for
M, for letter

letter of recommendation, letter of intro-
duction

in such a way; this/that way; as ¥, a reduced
form of gam jouh; do it this/that way®

verdb suf. highlighting action in progress
work

work

fron time to time

altogether

M. for newspaper

TW to TW; IW until TW

tof' grammatical word joining modifying
structure preceding it to head structure
following it

aside from...., outeide (of) .ec..

a person who works as cook in private home
{usually a woman)

same as jyufdan (QV)

cooking (VV compound which occupies noun
position in sentence; cannot be preceded
directly by mh.)
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CANTONESE BASIC COURSE

LESSON 26

25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
3.
35.
36.
37.

léahnghei (g8i)
Mouh sdwaih ge.

ngoih
sénfanjing
sauydmgei
sehng

seun

séuhng gung
tihngmiaih
tingséuhng
waaihjb

y&t go yan

-

-yuhn

nd
Ph:

air oonditioner

‘Whatever you say.'
tNo complaints.'

outside

ID card

radio

entire, whole
letter

start work
and, with

ordinarily, usually

‘Any way is OK with me.'

out of order, broken down

alone; by one's self
verb suf. = finish
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